
Colorado Puppy Rescue Foster Resources

MEDICAL QUESTIONS/CONCERNS

Call/text Maddie at (720) 665-0734

Available hours 10:00 am to 8:30 pm, unless it is an emergency - emergencies call or text

anytime!

PLEASE CALL IMMEDIATELY IF your foster dog is vomiting, refusing to eat or drink, or is acting

unwell! DO NOT WAIT TO SEE IF THEY IMPROVE, this makes it difficult to get them into a regular

veterinary clinic and forces us to use expensive emergency veterinarians.

TEXT A PHOTO OR VIDEO OF POOP, VOMIT, OR CONCERNING BEHAVIORS

SUPPLY REQUESTS, MOVING DOGS/TAKING A BREAK

call/text Brittany at (720) 238-7199

Available hours 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Please give us at least 24-48 hours notice for moving your foster puppy

Catch all if you can’t get ahold of someone else- Kristen - 720-984-7347

Dogs with ANY of the following symptoms should NEVER be brought to an event:

● Coughing

● Sneezing

● Runny Nose (snot has color to it)

● Diarrhea that is beyond normal food change diarrhea (see section below)

● Vomiting

THESE SYMPTOMS OFTEN INDICATE THAT THE DOG NEEDS TO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION!

Call the CPR Medical number!

***********Please do not tell us about medical issues AT the event. If you bring your puppy(s)

inside ill, other puppies will have potentially been exposed************



Dewormer

● We use three (3) different deworming medications: Pyrantel, Panacur, and Virbantel.
○ Pyrantel is used for roundworms, hookworms, pinworms, and other worm

infections
○ Panacur is used for roundworms, hookworms, lungworms, whipworms, certain

types of tapeworms, and in conjunction with Metronidazole for Giardia
○ Virbantel (pyrantel+praziquantel) is used for roundworms, hookworms,

pinworms, and tapeworm infections

Pyrantel Protocol

● All animals are given pyrantel upon intake, and every two weeks after
● Pyrantel is administered for one day
● The dosage is based on weight

Panacur Protocol

Do NOT give Panacur to pregnant dogs

Puppies/Adults

● Puppies/Adults only receive panacur if deemed necessary
● Puppies/Adults with severe worms may be given Panacur at 6 weeks of age
● Panacur is administered for three-five days in a row
● The dosage is based on weight

If you suspect severe worms please contact the medical phone number

Virbantel Protocol

Puppies/Adults

● Puppies/Adults only receive Virbantel if deemed necessary for tapeworms
● Virbantel is administered for one day and may be repeated in 2 weeks if tapeworms

are still present



Infectious Disease Control

As a foster it is your responsibility to keep the dogs safe from harm. The high influx of dogs
coming into Colorado from around the country has made infectious disease a high concern.
Please take note of the following information:

● Puppies are NOT protected from Distemper, Parvo, Parainfluenza until they have
received their third booster shot! Prior to receiving their third vaccinations puppies
should never be taken outdoors or to a public place where unknown dogs frequent.

● DO NOT ever take your foster puppies out in public, unless otherwise directed by CPR
******This includes outdoors, car rides, and social visits

● Foster Dog should NEVER be sent to another home to stay, even for a brief period of
time unless approved by CPR

● Foster parents should NEVER allow friends or potential adopters to “watch” a puppy or
puppies without the permission of the CPR foster coordinator. Anyone in possession of
one of our puppies must first have an approved foster application and home visit on file.

● Foster dogs should NEVER be sent to another foster home with different foster dogs. We
understand that some fosters have friends and family members who also foster. Litters in
different households should NEVER be exposed to one another. This is a quick way to
start an outbreak which can unnecessarily result in the illness and/or death of puppies.



Poop!

Puppy poop can tell us a lot about the health of a puppy.
We look for the four C’s

- Color
- Consistency
- Coating
- Contents

Color

Evaluating the color of a dog’s poop can give an indication into the health of a dog.



Consistency

As a CPR foster you are expected to contact the medical hotline if a dog’s poop is a level 5, 6, or
7



#2/#3 - Normal/Mostly Normal (Below)

Happy and healthy dog poop #2/#3 is ideal (pictured below)

#4 Soft Stool (Below)

Soft yellow and formless poop is very typical for shelter dogs, especially within the first week of
arrival. This type of poop is most often the result of food changes or intestinal parasites.

If your foster dog’s poop looks like this, monitor it closely for a couple of days to check for signs
of improvement. If the poop becomes runny or changes smell, call the medical number
immediately.



#5 Mucus Poop (Below)

While the poop shown here has some form, this would be considered a #5 stool because of the
presence of mucus.

Mucus can be caused by a number of illnesses. Please contact the medical hotline

#5 Splatter (Below)

Runny poop of any kind is considered a 5 or higher. This poop still has some consistency, and is
not pure water, but lacks form altogether.

If your foster dog has poop like this call the medical number immediately



#6 Blood or Mucus in Runny Stool (Below)

The presence of blood in a runny stool, even if some consistency is still apparent, constitutes an
emergency. Contact the medical number immediately!

#7 Poop - EMERGENCY (Below)

This poop is water-like in consistency and contains traces of blood. This indicates the dog is very
very sick! It is important to call the medical number immediately.



Parvovirus

What is Parvo?
● Parvovirus is a highly contagious, deadly disease that is most commonly found in young

puppies. The first indication that a puppy has parvo is the onset of diarrhea and/or
vomiting. Often parvo puppies will vomit white foam.

Symptoms
● Diarrhea

○ Bloody
○ Metallic smell

● Vomiting
○ Watery, foamy, milky, slimy

● Lethargy
● Appetite loss
● Listless or depressed attitude

Causes
● Severe dehydration
● Sepsis
● Hypoglycemia
● Sometimes death

Facts About Parvo

● Parvo is a very hearty virus. It can live for months or even years on surfaces and the only
truly effective way to eradicate the illness is with bleach.

● Parvo is spread through bodily secretions (saliva, vomit, poop)
● Parvo is NOT airborne; however, it does attach itself to any surface it comes in contact

with! This includes: shoes, clothing, carpeting, bedding, or anything else the puppy
touches.

● Washing Hands is NOT Enough If your foster dog has parvo and you hold it briefly and
then proceed to touch an unvaccinated puppy, that puppy will most likely contract the
virus.

● While puppies can survive Parvo, the longer they wait for treatment the more likely they
are to die from the disease.

● Most parvo puppies die from dehydration or low blood sugar
● Early treatment is the key! If your puppy has poop that is a 5, 6, or 7 it is absolutely

essential that you report it immediately to the medical hotline.
● Quick action can save your puppy’s life!!



Parvo Quarantine

● If there is ANY, and I mean ANY chance that your puppy could have Parvo, you must NOT
take your puppy to places with other puppies!!! This includes:

○ Car Rides
○ Adoption Events
○ Pet Stores
○ To other foster homes
○ Do Not Take Your Puppy Inside the Veterinary Clinic if you believe he or she has

Parvo! Leave the dog in the car and get the vet to help you!

Parvo Treatment

● Most of the time we can treat parvo at home with SubQ fluids, karo syrup, and other
medications. We can teach you how to perform these tasks. Your puppy has a much
stronger chance of survival if he or she is not exposed to the germs at the veterinary
clinic.

● If treating at home it is important to quarantine unvaccinated animals to protect them
and to clean thoroughly with RESCUE Cleaner (we will provide) or Bleach!

After Parvo

● After your home has been exposed to Parvo it is very important for you to follow a strict
and regimented cleaning protocol if you desire to foster again.

● RESCUE Cleaner or Bleach spray on the lawn and all surfaces will kill the virus in the soil
and on objects. Carpets must be cleaned with a RESCUE Cleaner mixture frequently.



Distemper Virus

What is Distemper?

● Distemper is a highly contagious illness that is transmitted through bodily fluids & it is
airborne. Distemper can live inside of a dog for up to two weeks before symptoms
appear. Dogs are contagious during this time. Symptoms of distemper vary, which often
makes it difficult to diagnose early.

Symptoms

● Upper respiratory
○ Often a green, yellow, or white nasal discharge will be the first sign of distemper.
○ Discharge from the eyes usually accompanies the nasal discharge.
○ These symptoms are often accompanied by the onset of a cough or cold, which

often progress into pneumonia.
● Gastrointestinal

○ The gastrointestinal symptoms associated with Distemper are very similar to
those seen in parvo infections. That is why it is very important to notify the
medical number if poop is a 5, 6, or 7 on the poop scale!

● Neurological
○ Once dogs have progressed to the neurological stage of Distemper, we have no

choice but to euthanize. The neurological tremors are not only bothersome, they
are painful.

○ Most puppies with neurological symptoms will continue to deteriorate. The
humane thing to do is let them go.

Facts about Distemper

● Unfortunately many cases of distemper do not follow a specific order. Some puppies will
skip the respiratory and gastrointestinal phases of the illness and immediately develop
neurological symptoms, while others simply die without warning.

● We will do ANYTHING to prevent a distemper outbreak, because the majority of puppies
who contract the disease will die!

How to a Prevent Distemper Outbreak

● If you suspect a dog or dogs in your care have distemper, you must quarantine them
immediately!! Distemper is airborne and can spread to other animals easily.

● Wash all surfaces with a household disinfectant. Distemper is not hearty and can easily
be killed through everyday cleaning products. Distemper will die on its own after 3 days
with no host

● Contact CPR immediately so we can have the dog tested for distemper
● Do not take the dogs outside or to public areas.



Parasites

Coccidia-

Symptoms:
● Diarrhea
● Vomiting
● weight loss
● foul smelling, yellow poop
● blood in stool

Treatment:
● While coccidia can take several weeks to clear up, it is fairly easy to treat.

Antibiotic Albon tablets will begin the healing process.

Giardia - very common in Colorado
Symptoms:

● Diarrhea
● weight loss

Treatment: While Giardia is fairly easy to treat. Metronidazole and Panacur will begin the
healing process.



Protecting the puppies

Things to Do to Keep Puppies Safe

● Keep waste cleaned up and your homes tidy
● Wash hands frequently and remove shoes before entering their area
● Ensure that guests also wash hands and remove shoes prior to visiting puppies
● Pay close attention to their behavior and report anything that is out of the ordinary
● Pay close attention to their poop
● Keep them indoors at all times and never take them out in public.
● Ensure your own dogs are up to date on all vaccinations

Please DO NOT:

● DO NOT take them outdoors, to public areas, or anywhere else until three (3) days after
their 2nd booster!

● Do not ever take foster puppies to other people’s houses for visits
● Do not ever take a foster puppy to another foster’s house where other puppies live
● DO NOT allow visitors to walk in the puppy area wearing shoes
● Never introduce puppies to outside dogs
● Do not fail to call CPR if there are medical warning signs present!



Fleas, Ticks, Ringworm, Tapeworms

Fleas/Ticks:

Thankfully fleas do not survive in Colorado for long. Below are the following treatments we use
if we find any fleas/ticks.

Pregnant/nursing dogs:
You cannot use flea/tick shampoo on a pregnant or nursing dog. It will hurt her and her puppies.
Instead we recommend good old fashioned Dawn Dishwashing Soap. Dawn Dish Soap kills fleas
by drowning them. It is heavy enough to sink fleas and also prevents them from repelling the
water. It is also safe for puppies.
If you find a tick or ticks on a dog, you will need to pull it off with tweezers, disinfect the wound,
and put the tick in alcohol to kill it. If there are many ticks on a dog, veterinary intervention will
be involved.

Puppies/Adults 4lbs and greater:
We use Credelio for fleas and ticks. Credelio starts killing fleas in 4 hours and kills 99% within 8
hours for 35 days. Credelio is greater than 97% effective against most tick species 4-48 hours
after administration for 30 days.

You can not treat with another flea/tick treatment once Credelio is given as it will cause the
puppy to overdose.

Please check with CPR to see if we have already treated your foster puppy for fleas/ticks prior to
you giving a bath/treatment.



Ringworm:

Ringworm is one of those things that sounds worse than it is. It is contagious, but it is also easy
to cure. If you suspect your dog has ringworm please contact CPR Medical immediately.
We use black walnut extract on the infected areas twice per day for at least one week and
medicated shampoo (all provided) once every 3 days. Make sure to wash your hands following
the administration of the medication.

Usually when ringworm is present the dog will be itchy, have hair loss surrounding the spot of
infection, and a ring shaped rash:

Tapeworms:

Thankfully tapeworms are rare and are usually seen in dogs with flea infestations! The
medication that works best is Praziquantel and it can be purchased at any Petsmart. The name
brand we use is Virbantel. It is pricey though, so please call so we can supply you with the
medication.



Young Puppy Milestones

● Puppies will begin to open their eyes between 2-3 weeks of age.
● Do not attempt to open them for them!
● Puppies are deaf until 2-3 weeks of age
● At about 3-4 weeks, puppies will begin to attempt to walk
● By week 4 the mother stops cleaning up their waste and disposable puppy pads should

be introduced
● At 3.5-4 weeks, weaning will begin and puppies should begin receiving mush (oatmeal

consistency wet puppy food)
● By 5 weeks most puppies are walking pretty well, and can escape the swimming pool.

They also begin playing with toys
● At 5 weeks dry puppy food should be added to the wet food, slowly giving less and less

wet food until 6 weeks.
● By six weeks puppies should be weaned and be solely eating dry food
● Weeks 6, 7, & 8 puppies are learning to play, bite inhibition, and are being socialized. It is

important to allow the mother to be close to her puppies IF she desires during this time,
but also allow her an escape route. At this point the puppies have teeth

● Mothers play rough with their puppies and sometimes the puppies cry. This is normal.
The mother is teaching them how to play appropriately with other dogs


